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The Colorado Chautauqua Association receives historic photo collection 
Local civic leader George Karakehian donates Rocky Mountain Joe historic images
BOULDER, Colo. (July 15, 2010) — The Colorado Chautauqua Association (CCA) has received a rare and historic photo collection from Boulder City Councilman and former CCA board member, George Karakehian. Karakehian purchased the photos, taken by photographer Rocky Mountain Joe Sturtevant, at an estate sale in 1985 and recently donated the collection to the National Historic Landmark located in Boulder, Colo. Showcasing historic images of Boulder, the photos span the years 1885 to 1910 and feature the historic Colorado Chautauqua  and surrounding grounds.
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Each of the 384 photos was taken by Joseph Bevier Sturtevant, better known as “Rocky Mountain Joe.”  Known historically as one of Boulder’s “best and most colorful artists,” Sturtevant settled in the city in 1876 and eventually collected enough equipment to operate a photography studio on the Colorado Chautauqua grounds. Rocky Mountain Joe earned his name by documenting events in Boulder in an early version of photojournalism, as well as developing a distinguishing style to his work.  His photos are so distinct that many researchers can identify his works with or without a signature. 
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George Karakehian, a former CCA board member and current member of the Boulder City Council, donated a similar collection of photos to the Carnegie Library in 2009.  “I wanted to donate these photos to Chautauqua because I see it as one of Boulder’s crown jewels. It is a rich source of local history and heritage,” Karakehian said.


“We are honored to receive this wonderful collection that captures a very unique and special period of the early Colorado Chautauqua,” said Susan Connelly, executive director of the Colorado Chautauqua Association. “George’s generous gift will greatly enhance our archives and understanding of our history that we continue to share with visitors for generations to come,” she added.
The photo collection will be added to the Colorado Chautauqua archives.  Long term, the photos will be digitized and made available online so they can be viewed by the public.
###

The Colorado Chautauqua Association 

The Colorado Chautauqua Association(CCA) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that preserves, perpetuates and improves the site and spirit of the historic Chautauqua, enhancing its community and values through cultural, educational, social and recreational experiences. The Chautauqua experience is based on lifelong learning, love of nature, voluntary simplicity, and music, oration and the arts. Historic significance, traditions, cultural relevance, respite and enrichment are among the community benefits provided by the Colorado Chautauqua. CCA serves as the steward of the historic site. It leases from the City of Boulder and has full responsibility for preservation and use of 26 acres of Chautauqua Park, home to many public buildings, gardens and 99 cottages, 58 of which are available for nightly rental thru CCA. The Colorado Chautauqua was designated a National Historic Landmark in 2006. 
For more information about the Colorado Chautauqua and the CCA, visit www.chautauqua.com or www.facebook.com/coloradochautauqua. For access to historic and current photos, or to arrange interviews with executive director Susan Connelly, call Claire Tindall at 303-449-2108, ext. 24. 

� Phyllis Smith, “Rocky Mountain Joe,” Boulder History Museum, http://www.boulderhistorymuseum.org





